The title compound has been X-ray characterized (Fig. 1) . The molecule lies on an inversion center, placed at the midpoint of the central C-C bond. As a result, all non-H atoms are almost coplanar, with a mean deviation from the least-squares plane of 0.0318 (13) Å. The bond lengths and angles show normal values. The crystal structure is characterized by zigzag chains (Fig. 2 and 3) formed along [100].
The title compound, C 18 H 14 O 2 , crystallizes with one halfmolecule in the asymmetric unit. The molecule lies on an inversion center, located at the mid-point of the central C-C bond. As a result, the benzene rings are coplanar. No classical hydrogen bonds or stacking interactions are observed in the crystal structure.
Related literature
The title molecule was obtained unintentionally during an attempt at the synthesis of a Co II complex, carried out following a published work (Burchell et al., 2006) . Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005) ; cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: APEX2; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Bruker, 2005) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1998) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, showing the atom-labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 'A' labeled atoms are generated by symmetry code −x, −y, −z. 
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